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V,  MARCILGER 


V.  Marcilger  of  Munich,  Germany  has 
completed  his  research  project  on  the  paper  money 
of  the  Baltic  countries  and  has  published  his  results 
in  a 366  soft  cover  book  entitled,  The  Monetary 
History  of  the  Baltic  States  with  a Detailed 
Catalogue  of  Currency  Notes  1914-2000.  60  Xerox 
copies  were  produced  (more  can  be  printed  if  there 
is  the  demand  for  them)  which  includes  the  various 
paper  money  issues  used  in  all  three  countries, 
even  Soviet  money.  The  editor  of  The  Knight, 
Frank  Passic,  helped  Mr.  Marcilger  with  portions 
of  the  Lithuanian  section  of  the  book,  and  several 
of  Mr,  Passic’s  notes  are  used  as  illustrations. 

The  text  is  similar  to  the  theme  used  by 
numismatist  Aleksandrs  Platbarzdis,  and  at  the 
beginning  of  the  book  there  is  a page  honoring  the 
late  Latvian  collector. 

The  book  contains  an  historical  narrative 
for  each  country  to  better  understand  the 
background  for  the  issuance  of  various  notes. 
Included  are  the  municipal  notes  of  the  Latvian 

Continued  on  page  2.... 


[From  Kauno  Diena  #213,,  September  13,  1999.  Translated  by 
Algirdas  Kepalas.] 

The  Bank  of  Lithuania  signed  the  contract  with  a 
German  banknote  and  securities  printing  company, 
Giesecke  & Devrient  about  printing  of  500  litu  banknotes 
which  are  to  be  issued  in  2000.  New  notes  of  500  litij  will 
be  of  a larger  size,  protected  by  the  most  modem  means  of 
money  security. 

The  design  of  the  notes  will  be  similar  to  that  of 
the  notes  of  the  200  litij  denomination.  They  will  show  a 
portrait  of  Vincas  Kudirka.  Giesecke  & Devrient  have 
already  printed  the  notes  of  50  and  200  litu  of  the  latest 
issue  which  are  now  in  circulation. 
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Tlie  German  company  is  famous  in  the  world  as  a 
leading  initiator  of  most  modem  means  of  money  security, 
and  also  prints  German  marks  as  weU  as  Eurobank  notes. 

The  representative  of  Giesecke  & Devrient,  Frank 
Marbach  said  that  new  500  litij  notes  printed  in  close 
partnership  with  Lithuania  as  the  50  and  200  litij  notes 
already  in  circulation  were,  are  well  protected  form 
counterfeiting  and  will  have  additional  money  security 
means.  According  to  F.  Marbach,  the  security  equipment 
of  500  liti}  notes  correspond  to  the  highest  level  of  security 
of  Euro  notes.  The  highest  denomination  of  pre-War 
Lithuania  was  1 ,000  litq. 

[EDITORS  NOTE:  What  is  going  to  happen  to  the 
500  and  1 ,000  litq  notes  that  were  printed  by  the  American 
Bank  Note  Company  in  Los  Angeles,  California  dated 
1991?  These  have  the  same  security  features  as  the  100 
litq  note  has.  These  were  stored  over  the  past  several  years 
by  the  Bank  of  Lithuania.  Will  they  be  destroyed?  Will 
some  be  made  available  to  collectors?] 


NEW  BOOK 

(Continued  from  page  1....) 

The  tHK>k  contains  an  historical  narrative 
tor  each  country  to  better  understand  the 
bitckground  tor  the  issuance  of  various  notes. 
Included  are  the  municipal  notes  of  the  Latvian 
commnities  of  Liepaja,  Jelgava,  Ventspils,  Riga, 
and  the  Bermondt  money.  A section  is  also  devoted 
to  specimen  notes. 

The  Lithuanian  portion  of  the  book  covers 
the  1916  & 1918  “Ost”  money,  the  various 
banknotes  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania,  the  municipal 
issues,  etc.  A few  pages  are  also  devoted  to  the 
present-day  monetary  history  of  Lithuania 
following  the  restoration  of  independence. 

The  book  is  a good  historical  reference  to 
understanding  the  paper  monies  of  the  Baltic 
countries.  It  should  not  be  used  to  obain  quality 
illustrations  of  paper  money,  as  they  are  only  of 
black  and  white  Xerox  (not  photographic)  quality. 
What  is  important  about  the  book  is  that  the 
historical  text  is  in  the  English  language,  giving 
readers  in  America  a better  chance  to  understand 
Baltic  paper  money  in  that  context.  Previous  books 
were  either  just  statistical  listings  of  various  notes 
and  their  types,  or  had  texts  written  in  their  native 
(not  English)  languages.  This  book  will  help  bridge 
the  gap. 

Copies  of  the  book  are  U.S.  $40,  and  may 
be  ordered  from  the  author;  V.  Marcilger, 
Lindenstr.  39,  81545,  Miinchen,  Germany. 

Telephone  & Fax  (-1-49)  89  6426657. 


Karl  Stephens,  I pc. 


Karl  Stephens 
President 

Post  Office  Ftox  458  ANA  57209 

Temple  City.  Ca.  91780  ,si8  445  8154 


LNA  MEMBER 
PASSES  AWAY,  WAS 
RELATIVE  OF  JONAS 
BASANAVICIUS 

We  are  saddened  to  report  the  death  of  long 
time  LNA  member  Julia  A.  Busanovich 
(Basanavicius)  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania  on 
January  5,  2000. 

Julia  was  proud  of  her  Lithuanian  heritage, 
and  was  a member  of  the  Balzekas  Museum  of 
Lithuanian  Culture  and  donated  funds  for  the 
numismatic  room  when  it  was  assembled.  She  was 
an  accomplished  musician  by  trade. 


Julia  Busanovich  (1907-2000) 

Of  special  interest,  Julia  was  related  to 
Lithuania  s patriarch.  Dr.  Jonas  Basanavicius. 
Basanavicius  was  a great-uncle  to  Julia’s  father.  In 
fact,  the  good  doctor  visited  Julia’s  uncle  house 
there  in  Pennsylvania  in  the  teens  when  he  came  to 
America  to  promote  Lithuanian  independence.  Julia 
was  just  a little  girl  then,  but  her  relatives  all 
remembered  the  visit,  and  Julia  shared  this 
information  with  this  editor  several  years  ago  now. 

As  far  as  her  collecting  interests,  it  is  not 
hard  to  imagine  what  her  favorite  collecting  aspect 
was:  anything  with  Dr.  Basanavicius  on  it.  She  was 
proud  of  her  heritage  and  loved  anything 
Lithuanian. 


3. 


FEATURE  OF  THE  MONTH,  By  Frank  Passic,  Albion,  Michigan. 


TRENTON,  NEW  JERSEY  LITHUANIAN 
POLITICAL  CLUB  TOKEN 


Lithuanian  Political  Club  Token,  Trenton  New  Jersey 
Metal  Content:  Brass 
Diameter:  19  mm. 

Edge:  plain 

The  subject  of  Lithuanian  emigration  to  America  prior  to 
World  War  I and  the  U.S.  communities  they  settled  in  is  a 
fascinating  topic.  We  all  know  that  the  majority  of  Lithuanians 
eventually  settled  in  Pennsylvania,  or  in  Chicago,  Illinois. 

Many  arrived  at  Ellis  Island  with  little  money,  but  were 
glad  to  escape  the  Czarist  oppression  that  existed  in  their 
homeland.  As  Lithuanians  became  somewhat  established  in  their 
new  homes  here,  they  established  their  own  churches,  clubs,  and 
organizations.  Some  of  these  groups  issued  tokens  good  for  5)i  in 
trade,  and  we  have  cataloged  these  in  previous  issues  of  The 
Knight.  Nearly  all  have  been  from  either  Chicago,  Illinois,  or 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania. 

Occasionally  a “new”  one  does  turn  up,  however,  and  that 
is  the  case  with  this  month’s  “feature  of  the  month.”  Last 
November  at  our  Michigan  State  Numismatic  Society  Convention 
in  Dearborn,  Michigan,  I was  able  to  purchase  a previously 
unknown  (at  least  to  me)  so-caUed  “Lithuanian  Lodge  Token.” 

This  was  issued  by  the  “Lithuania  Political  Club,”  whose 
name  appears  on  the  obverse  as  part  of  the  legend.  According  to 
the  token,  the  Club  was  located  at  “32  Dickinson  Street,  Trenton, 
N.J.”  Fine  denticles  surround  the  rim  , 

The  reverse  declares,  “GOOD  FOR  5 IN 
MERCHANDISE.”  Two  diamonds  separate  the  text  at  the  ends, 
and  the  rim  is  surrounded  with  fine  denticles. 

New  Jersey,  of  course,  is  in  close  proximity  to  New  York 
City,  where  there  were  a variety  of  industries  and  commercial 
enterprises  that  attracted  Lithuanian  immigrants.  Some 
Lithuanians  chose  to  stay  in  the  area  instead  of  moving  westward. 

A look  at  a table  showing  the  number  of  Lithuanians  who 
arrived  at  Lithuanian  communities  in  New  Jersey  during  the  first 
decade  of  the  20th  century  shows  the  following  numbers:  1899, 
335;  1900,  505;  1901,  408;  1902,  540;  1903,  744;  1905,  865; 
1906,  771;  1907,  1,396;  1908,  662;  1909,  862;  1910,  1,074.  It 
should  be  noted  that  the  New  Jersey  Lithuanian  Council  was 
established  in  1918  and  lobbied  politicians  in  Washington,  D.C. 
for  U.S.  recognition  of  Lithuanian  statehood. 

This  month’s  feature  token  is  a reminder  of  the  fascinating 
aspect  of  our  numismatic  speciality.  It  also  is  a numismatic 
momento  of  this  special  period  in  the  history  of 
Lithuanian-Americans  as  they  struggled  to  make  a new  life  for 
themselves  in  America. 


We  now  wonder  about  the  history  of 
this  club  and  the  history  of  Lithuanians 
there  in  Trenton.  Perhaps  one  of  our 
readers  would  like  to  research  this  group, 
and  report  their  findings  back  to  us  here  in 
The  Knight.  We  are  always  on  the  lookout 
for  other  unknown/uncataloged 
Lithuanian-American  tokens.  Let  us  know 
about  them  and  share  your  information  with 
our  LNA  members  here  in  The  Knightl 


4 FIVE  YEARS  OF  THE  LITAS’  EXISTENCE 


By  Gertruda  Druckuviene 

(From  KAUNO  DIENA  Nr.  146,  June  25,  1998.  Translated  by 
Algirdas  Kepalas] 

June  25  is  an  important  date  in  the  history  of  the 
State  of  Lithuania.  On  this  day  in  1993  after  an 
interruption  of  53  years  Lithuanian  national  money,  litai, 
returned  into  circulation.  During  the  next  five  years  this 
name  expelled  the  notion  of  the  foreign  ruble.  Today  is  a 
gotxl  opportunity  to  return  to  a still  near  past,  to 
remember  the  time  when  we  impatiently  waited  for  the 
appearance  of  our  own  money  and  to  shortly  survey  the 
past  road. 

RESERVED  LANGUAGE  OF  DOCUMENTS 

Documents  which  already  became  historical, 
archival  material  bear  witness  that  it  was  not  easy  to 
prepare  the  introduction  of  national  currency.  Today  it  is 
possible  to  hear  different  opinions,  but  the  language  of 
documents  tells  us  that  the  rebirth  of  the  litas  was 
insured  by  a unanimous  cooperation  of  all  experts  and 
banks.  This  work  was  positively  assessed  by  the 
International  Monetary  Fund  who  greeted  this  step  in  its 
announcement  on  June  28,  1993.  No  doubt  there  were 
errors  and  faults,  but  let  us  not  forget  that  it  was  not  the 
tenth  time  that  we  have  created  our  money. 

Until  the  litas  appeared  in  circulation  a great 
preparatory  job  was  completed.  Since  the  spring  of  1988 
the  idea  of  our  own  currency,  a problem  of  its  necessity 
was  actively  discussed  in  the  press  and  studied  in 
theoretical  seminars.  On  May  18,  1989  the  Supreme 
Soviet  of  the  LTSR  announced  a law  of  economical 
independence  which  foresaw  a possibility  to  introduce 
our  own  currency.  There  upon  the  government  formed  a 
group  (led  by  a docent  of  the  University  of  Vytautas  the 
Great,  V.  Terleckas)  to  create  a Lithuanian  independent 
currency  and  credit  system.  This  group  prepared  a 
conception  of  this  independent  currency  and  credit 
system.  The  leadership  of  the  USSR  attempted  to 
preserve  the  empire  with  a uniform  currency  and 
banking  system  by  issuing  a law  “On  economical 
indep)endence  of  Lithuanian,  Latvian  and  Estonian 
Socialist  Soviet  Rpepublics”  on  November  27,  1989. 
This  document  did  not  have  a real  basis  because  it  did 
not  allow  the  republics  to  have  their  own  currencies, 
banks  or  permitted  them  to  set  prices.  The  Baltic 
countries  were  not  caught  on  the  hook. 

r>n  F ebruary  13.  1990  was  issued  the  law  of  the 
fkink  of  I^ithuania  which  anticipated  an  exclusive  right 


of  the  Bank  to  put  into  circulation  a currency  of  the 
Republic.  On  September  4,  1990  the  Supreme  Council  of 
the  Republic  of  Lithuania  approved  the  statute  of  the 
Bank,  and  on  September  13  the  government  of  the  Bank. 
On  November  5,  1991,  the  law  of  the  issue  of  the 
currency  of  the  Republic  of  Lithuania  was  accepted  and 
the  Litas  Committee  was  formed.  Its  first  decree  was 
“On  Preparation  for  the  Reform  of  the  Currency  System 
of  the  Republic  of  Lithuania.”  After  October  1,  1992, 
the  temporary  currency  of  the  Republic  of  Lithuania 
(talonai)  was  introduced,  the  first  stage  of  stable 
financial  system  of  Lithuania  was  completed.  Decree 
No.  3 (October  30,  1992)  estimated  what  had  been  done 
and  forecast  the  conditions  under  which  it  would  be 
possible  to  introduce  the  litas.  They  were  the  reductionof 
the  rise  of  prices,  and  the  stabilization  of  the  speed  of 
inflation  and  final  arrangement  of  international 
settlement  of  accounts  with  the  republics  of  the  former 
USSR. 

If  the  litas  had  been  introduced  under 
unfavorable  economical  conditions  it  could  very  fast 
have  become  worthless.  To  avoid  this  the  preparations 
for  the  introduction  of  the  litas  were  constantly 
considered  in  the  meetings  of  the  Litas  Committee,  the 
government  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania,  or  the 
government. 

In  addition  to  the  economical  and  judicial  basis  it 
was  necessary  to  create  the  litas  itself:  qualified, 
sufficiently  attractive  and  convenient  to  use,  modern 
and  at  the  same  time  national,  difficult  to  counterfeit  and 
most  convenient  to  manufacture.  Three  possibilities  of 
production  were  considered:  abroad,  in  Lithuania  or  in 
one  of  the  Baltic  states,  i.e.  by  founding  a common 
currency  printing  shop  for  all  central  banks  of  Lithuania, 
Latvia,  and  Estonia.  The  conclusion  was  reached  that  to 
organize  printing  of  currency  at  this  time  would  not  have 
been  practical  because  this  would  cost  more  than  the 
available  resources  would  permit.  Searching  for  the  best 
solution,  discussions  were  made  with  printing  presses 
and  mints  of  Germany,  Switzerland,  France  and  other 
countries.  It  was  decied  to  only  establish  a mint  in 
Lithuania  now.  This  was  done  in  Vilnius  on  November 
3,  1990. 

The  mint  began  operations  on  September  30. 
1992.  Of  the  first  coins  only  the  aluminum  cents  (1.2.  5) 
were  struck  here.  Other  cental  coins  and  those  ot  the 


litas  denominations  were  struck  at  the  Birmingham  Mint 
in  England.  In  advance  it  can  be  said  that  all  the  later 
Lithuanian  coins,  circulatory  as  well  as  the  special  and 
commeorative  ones,  were  struck  at  the  Mint  of 
Lithuania.  At  a closer  look  one  can  perceive  inventively 
distributed  small  letters  LMK  (Lietuvos  Monetij 
Kalykla),  the  mark  of  the  Mint.  Here  is  executed  all  the 
business  of  designing  and  manufacturing  of  coins, 
creation  of  drawings,  modeling,  production  of  matrices, 
polishing  of  planchets.  The  mint  is  provided  with 
Schuler  and  HME  striking  presses,  EVD  coin  counting 
and  tool  production  technology  (analogical  insturments 
are  used  in  Scandinavian  countries). 

Returning  to  the  process  of  creation  of  the  litas 
has  to  be  said  that  since  1989,  artists  L.  Pocius, 
R.Valantinas,  G.  Jonaitas,  J.  Tolvaisis,  R.  Miknevicius, 
G.  Bartkus  and  others  participated  in  competitions  of 
designs  of  coins.  Professor  of  law  Pijus  Zigmantas 
Posiunas  started  an  investigation  of  currency  after 
difficulties  began  with  the  poor  quality  500  talonas 
[1993]  specimen.  An  institute  under  his  leadership 
examined  24,000  talonai.  It  was  attempted  to  do 
everything  possible  to  protect  the  litas  from 
counterfeiters. 

An  important  task  to  secure  the  trustworthiness 
of  the  litas  ws  taken  care  of  by  our  countryman  from 
Australia,  Kestutis  Llynikas.  He  prepared  numerous 
proposals  concerning  quality,  protection,  necessary 
details  of  production  of  future  currency.  He  even 
foresaw  the  colors  of  future  litai  and  the  method  of  their 
production.  K.  Lynikas  had  experience  as  he  worked  in 
this  field  in  Australia  and  even  created  a 5 dollar 
banknote  of  Australia,  new  in  the  technological  sense. 

It  was  repeatedly  suggested  to  print  litai  in 
deep-print  and  with  protective  threads.  It  is  not  known 
why  after  the  1990  the  services  of  K.  Lynikas  were 
renounced.  He  did  not  take  part  at  the  signing  of  the 
contract  or  at  the  control  of  the  execution  of  the 
contract.  Perhaps  this  was  one  of  the  reasons  why  the  10, 
20,  and  50  litai  notes  printed  by  the  U.S.  company 
“United  States  Banknote  Corporation”  were  so  inferior 
that  50  litai  notes  were  taken  out  of  circulation  and 
replaced  by  notes  of  a new  design  already  the  same  year, 
whUe  the  10  and  20  litai  were  replaced  the  next  year. 
The  resolution  of  June  4,  1993  of  the  Litas  Committee 
(then  confidential)  speaks  about  it.  Therein  was  that  the 
contract  with  USBC  was  phrased  in  an  unqualified 
fashion,  during  the  execution  of  the  contract  were  made 
several  substantial  violations,  Lithuania  received  moral 
and  material  damage,  the  litas  would  be  introduced  late, 
not  at  the  best  time.  It  was  decided,  “Urgently  reexamine 


the  contract  and  print  new  and  better  protected 
banknotes.”  Another  confidential  resolution  of  the  Lita.s 
Committee  of  July  28,  1993  demanded  a comp>ensation 
for  the  damages  to  Lithuania  by  the  USBC.  5 

Interest  in  the  quality  of  the  litai  grew  even 
before  the  acceptance  of  these  decisions,  after  the 
shipment  was  received  in  the  summer  of  1992.  The  then 
prime  minister  G.  Vagnorius  formed  an  expert 
commission  for  the  quality  of  the  litas  banknotes.  K. 
Lynikas,  then  on  vacation  in  Lithuania  was  again  invited 
to  cooperate.  His  expertise  in  the  technology  of  currency 
production  and  control  was  very  useful  to  the  Lithuanian 
experts.  Newly  produced  litai  (by  the  way,  in  England 
by  Thomas  de  la  Rue  & Co.)  were  of  much  better 
quality. 

THE  ONLY  AND  LEGAL 

Technically  the  introduction  of  the  litas  was 
already  prepared  at  the  beginning  of  1992.  But  because 
Lithuanias  economical  situation  became  complicated  it 
was  not  reasonable  to  go  ahead,  for  the  litas  would  have 
quickly  depreciated.  After  parliamentary  elections,  the 
state  leadership  changed  and  so  did  the  government  of 
the  Bank  of  Lithuania  and  the  composition  of  the  Litas 
Committee.  A new  Litas  Committee  decided  to  speed  up 
the  introduction  of  the  litas  and  not  to  wait  until  the 
economic  situation  stablized. 

On  June  14,  1993,  the  Litas  Committee  issued  a 
resolution  which  stated,  “Beginning  June  25,  1993,  the 
national  currency  of  the  Republic  of  Lithuania  will  be 
placed  into  circulation.  It  is  the  litas,  and  its  hundredth 
part  is  the  centas.  There  will  be  put  into  circulation 
banknotes  of  10,  20,  50,  and  100  litq  and  coins  of  1,  2, 
5,  10,  20,  50  centq  and  of  1,2,  and  5 litai.” 

Starting  with  this  day  was  withdrawn  from 
circulation  the  temporary  currency,  talonai,  which  were 
exchanged  for  the  litai  at  the  rate  of  100  talonai  to  1 
litas.  Talonai  were  accepted  until  July  20,  1993.  After 
August  1,  1993,  settlements  of  accounts  in  foreign 
currencies  was  prohibited,  and  the  litas  became  the  only 
legal  means  of  settlement  and  payment  in  Lithuania. 

To  protect  the  litas  and  to  guarantee  its  stability, 
on  Marcy  17,  1994  the  parliament  issued  the  Litas 
Credibility  Law  which  went  into  effect  on  April  1,1994. 
It  stated  that  “Litai  put  into  circulation  are  fuUy  covered 
by  gold  and  convertible  foreign  currency  of  the  reserves 
of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania.”  The  law  provides  conditions 
of  regulation  of  the  amount  of  litai  in  circulation.  The 
third  paragraph  states  that  “the  official  rate  of  the  litas 
will  be  determined  according  to  the  elected  basic 
currency.”  This  rate  is  determined  and  changed  by  the 
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with  designs  showing  the  faces  of  a god.  And  when  an  earthly  ruler  dared  to  place  himself  upon  a coin,  he  was  considered  to 
be,  if  not  divine  himself,  at  least,  a fitting  representative  of  the  godhead.  In  the  3rd  century  B.C.,  the  influence  of  divinity 
upon  coins  began  to  subside.  In  their  place,  in  Greece,  the  demigods,  heroes,  nymphs  thrust  their  way  in.  On  Roman  coins  the 
“virtues”  appear  (hope,  peace,  strength).  However,  all  religious  attributes  never  totally  disappeared  fom  all  coins.  Religious 
legends,  inscriptions,  mottoes,  even  small  symbols  (e.g.  crosses  on  coins  of  Christian  nations),  or  even  the  mention  of  the 
deity  (“Dei  Gratia”),  though  declining,  remains  with  us  and  in  one  place  or  another,  will  continue  in  use. 

RETENYBE/Rarity.  A rare  item,  a numismatic  object  seldom  to  be  found.  Met  with  only  very  seldom.  Not  all  rare 
items  are  similarly  hard  to  find,  so  they  are  qualified.  There  is  no  unified  schedule.  For  instance,  we  segregate  the  rarity  of 
unusual  coins  as  follows:  scarce,  very  scarce,  rare,  and  extremely  rare  (about  unique).  However,  to  others,  when  necessary,  to 
express  this  system  one  may  adopt  the  U.S.  notation:  R,  RR,  RRR,  and  RRRR. 

RIALAS/Rial.  Scotch  ryyla,  Arabic  riyal,  Iran,  rial.  A.  a 16th  century  gold  coin  of  Scotland,  weighing  7.65  gr.,  and 
asilver  one,  weighing  30.62  gr.  B.  the  Saudi  Arabian  monetary  unit  of  22  girsh  miri  (piastre),  a silver  coin.  C.  A Moroccan 
monetary  unit  (also  known  as  a piastre),  consisting  of  100  mazunas,  a silver  coin.  D.  Iranian  monetary  unit  of  100  denars,  a 
silver  coin.  E.  1/5  of  a denar  or  pound  in  Iraq. 

RJGSDALERIS/Rigsdaler.  The  historic  Danish  taler,  a silver  coin  valued  at  1.5  mark,  introduced  at  the  beginning  of 
the  16th  century.  With  some  small  alterations,  it  continued  in  Denmark,  with  some  interruptions,  for  250  years. 

RIKSDALERIS/Riksdaler.  The  Swedish  taler  of  the  16th  through  the  19th  centuries,  a silver  coin  initiated  by  Gustav 
I Vaza  during  his  reign,  and  at  that  time  weighed  29.4  gr.,  including  28  gr.  of  silver.  Aas  time  passed,  it  deteriorated 
substantially  and  the  smaller  riksdaler  was  replaced  in  1874  by  the  Swedish  krona. 

RINKINYS/CoUection.  Something  that  has  been  assembled.  A complete  set  of  coins,  orders,  medals,  banknotes,  etc. 
Various  types  of  coin  collections  may  be  set  up.  Of  a single  country,  an  era  or  an  epoch.  Historical  or  circulating.  Of  various 
metals,  types,  dates  and  other  combinations.  Their  collectors  are  assemblers.  The  final  goal  of  a serious  collector  is  service  to 
science. 


ROYAL/Royal.  Gold  coins  “noble,  pavillion  d’or,  etc.  of  England  and  France  were  so  named  in  bygone  days, 
though  the  word  was  not  to  be  found  in  their  inscriptions  or  legends. 


Deive  Roma  romenii  monetose. 

ROMA.  An  ancient  Italian  goddess,  similar  to  the  Greek  Athena,  and  from  the  3rd  Century  A.D.  one  was 
indistinguishable  from  the  other.  It  was  a personalized  and  divinized  spirit  of  Rome  (the  Eternal  City).  It  was  pictured 
variously  on  coins,  in  several  poses,  most  often  with  the  word  ROMA  inscribed.  A specific  date  for  her  appearance  cannot  be 
determined.  But  her  elegant  head  was  placed  on  Roman  coins  before  the  beginning  of  the  3rd  century,  B.C. 

RUBLIS/Ruble.  1.  The  monetary  unit  of  Czarist  Russia,  a silver  coin,  initially  (in  the  15th  century)  divisible  into  200 
dengas,  later  (and  today)  of  100  kopecks.  An  exception  was  made  by  Czarina  Elizabeth  in  1757,  introducing  the  hall-  and 
quarter-ruble,  consisting  of  96,  48,  and  24  kopecks.  TTie  issue  was  struck  in  Livonia.  In  the  pre-coin  era,  the  ruble  was  a piece 
of  silver,  chopped  off  from  a cast  grivna.  From  the  term  “rublit,”  and  “Rubit”  to  cut,  came  the  rubles  name. 

r>.-  iK  oi  i.uriuaiiia  wnicri  aniicipaiea  an  exclusive  rigni  


In  the  twilight  years  of  cast  “chops,”  with  local  and  eastern  Slav  languages  intertwined,  the  word  ruble  at  times  was 
used  to  designate  in  word  and  writing,  the  Lithuanian  “chop”  (kapa).  In  such  event,  it  was  distinguished  as  a Lithuanian  ruble, 
and  valued  at  100  grasiai  of  the  struck  coins.  The  first  attempt  at  issuing  the  ruble  in  a circulation  coin  form  was  done  by 
Czar  Alexander  Michailovic  about  1652,  when  he,  using  his  own  dies,  would  counterstamp  the  talers  of  Hungary,  the  Tyrol, 
andother  countries  into  Russian  coins.  The  Czars  portrait  was  struck  into  one  side  of  the  coin  and  the  Russian  two-headed 
eagle  and  inscriptions  on  the  other.  The  traditional  silver  coin  of  the  value  of  one  ruble  in  Czarist  Russia  was  introduced  in 
1704  (the  reign  of  Peter  I),  and  the  striking  ended  with  the  1915  ruble  of  Nicholas  II.  In  that  year  there  were  struck  only  600 
si>ecimens  of  this  valuable  coin.  After  the  1917  revolution,  the  RSFSR,  and  later  the  USSR  monetary  unit  remained  that  same 
ruble  consisting  of  100  kopecks.  The  ruble  coin  continued  to  be  struck,  but  beginning  with  1961  it  was  made  of  nickel.  In  the 
USSR  monetary  system,  ten  rubles  made  up  one  Cervoncas. 

2.  Another  ruble  appeared,  circulated  and  disappeared  in  the  first  World  War,  issued  by  the  German  occupational 
forces  in  Lithuania  and  neighboring  regions,  known  as  OST  territory. 


Rublio  monetos;  1,  Caro  Petro  D.,  sid.,  musdinta  1704;  2,  paskutinio  Rusi- 
jos  Caro  Nikalojaus  II,  sid.;  3,  SSSR  nikeline  (kiek  padid.). 

3.  Following  the  example  of  the  revolutionary  Russian  money,  the  Red  Workers  Council  of  Panave2ys  issued  paper 
rubles  (and  kopecks)  at  the  tmm  of  the  1918-19  years,  but  this  “ruble”  spread  very  little,  and  while  the  Red  Army  held  the  rest 
of  Lithuania  under  occupation. 

4.  The  monetary  unit  of  Latvia,  of  1(X)  kopecks,  in  circulation  from  1919  to  1922.  It  was  supplanted  by  the  Lat. 

5.  The  adventurer  General  Judenic  issued  a paper  ruble  in  the  Baltic  regionin  1919,  but  soon  it  and  its  issuer  failed 
and  disappeared. 

RUPIJA/Rupee.  (rupiah,  rupia,  from  the  Sanscrit  rupa,  cattle.  Hindustani,  rupiyah,  silver.  A.  A silver  coin  appeareing 
in  India  during  the  14th  century,  later  imitated  in  Assam,  Ceylon  and  elsewhere.  B.  The  monetary  unit  of  India,  Ceylon, 
Pakistan,  Tibet  and  elsewhere.  A silver  or  nickel  coin. 

SAJUNGINES  MONETOS/Alliance  Coins.  A.  Ancient  coins,  struck  for  joint  use  by  two  or  more  towns,  allied  for 
some  particular  reason,  or  of  regions  and  states,  with  their  specific  symbols  on  the  reverse,  while  on  the  obverse,  a common 
symbol.  For  example,  coins  of  the  Thebes,  Ephesus,  Samos,  Rhodes  and  others,  joining  in  a defense  against  the  Spartans  in 
394  B.C.  B.  Coins  of  a freely  allied  group  of  states  in  Europe,  the  obverse  covered  with  the  portrait  of  the  highest  ruler,  or 
with  some  other  general  symbol  on  one  of  its  sides.  For  example,  the  Reichtalers  of  the  German  states  in  the  16th  to  the  18th 
centuries. 

SANTIMS.  The  0.01  part  of  the  Latvian  monetary  unit,  the  Lat.  A bronze  coin. 

SEDE  VAC  ANTE.  The  Empty  Throne.  From  the  16th  century  on  (1521),  such  an  inscription  on  papal  coins  which 
are  issued  from  the  Mint  at  intervals  between  the  former  Popes  death  and  the  coronation  of  the  new  one. 

SEMIS  (Semissis).  An  old  Roman  copper  coin,  valued  at  0.5  of  an  As,  weighing  6 ounces,  later  reduced.  At  first  it 
was  cast,  later,  struck.  On  one  side  Jupiter  was  shown,  on  the  other,  the  fore  of  a boat.  Value  was  noted  by  the  letter  S,  and 
sometimes  C,  or  6 dots. 

SENATO  MONETOS/Senate  Coins.  Ancient  Roman  coins,  issued  under  authority  of  the  Roman  Senate.  They  were 
designated  by  the  tetters  S.C.  (Senatus  Consulto). 


^ kim:  years  of  the  litas 
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goveriuiient  in  agreement  with  the  Bank  of  Lithuania. 
The  resolution  of  the  Government  of  March  30,  1994 
decided  that  the  basic  currency  is  the  U.S.  dollar  and  that 
the  official  rate  of  the  litas  is  4 litai  for  1 U.S.  dollar. 
This  rate  has  not  changed  since. 

Part  of  the  currency  which  appeared  on  the  first 
day  of  the  introduction  of  the  litas  we  still  use.  That  is 
the  note  of  100  lity  and  all  cental  coins. 

Through  initiative  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania,  all 
Lithuanian  coins  of  the  first  issue  were  issued  as  a 
souvenir  collection  in  a green  cover  with  facsimiles  of 
signatures  of  the  members  of  the  Litas  Committee. 

Into  circulation  were  released:  On  December  10, 
1993,  notes  of  value  of  5 and  50  litai  of  the  1993  issue; 
On  January  25,  1994,  2 and  20  litai  notes  of  the  1993 
issue;  On  March  1,  1994,  10  litij  of  1993  issue  and  the  1 
litas  of  the  1994  issue.  50,  20,  10  litu  notes  superceded 
notes  of  the  same  value  of  the  1991  series.  Outwardly 
they  don’t  differ  much  from  their  predecessors,  but  they 
are  of  much  better  quality.  They  are  printed  in  deep 
press,  have  more  security  devices.  5,  2,  and  1 litas  notes 
replaced  and  pushed  out  of  circulation  coins  of  the  same 
values. 

All  notes  of  1993  and  1994  issues  we  still  use. 
But  next  to  them  we  have  10  and  20  litq  notes  of  the 
1997  issue.  Their  design  practically  does  not  differ  from 
the  earlier  ones,  but  besides  the  already  customary 
security  devices  (security  thread,  mulitcolored  fibers, 
etc.),  there  is  a new  sign  of  recognition  for  blind  people: 
corresponding  one  and  two  touchable  triangles,  elements 
to  prevent  color  copying.  The  watermark  of  the  20  litq 
note  is  different,  not  Vytis,  as  in  others,  but  the  portrait 
of  Maironis.  Next  to  the  earlier  ones  we  have  coins  of 
50,  20,  and  10  centq  value  of  the  1997  issue.  They  are 
larger  than  the  older  ones  and  their  size  is  more 
distinguishable. 

The  sizes  of  these  coins  of  1991  issue  are  21  mm, 
17.5  mm.,  16  mm.  Of  the  1993  issue,  23  mm.,  20.5  mm., 
17  mm.  And  the  last  note  put  into  circulation  is  the  200 
litq.  Its  idea  is  not  new.  The  artist  Rytis  Valantinas 
prsented  the  design  of  this  note  (not  much  different  from 
th  one  now  issued)  already  in  1991.  This  long  awaited 
note  came  out  with  18  security  devices.  A novelty  is  a 
holqgramic  metalized  band  with  the  repeated  inscription 

“2fX)  LITU”  which  on  a copy  becomes  black.  The 
watermark  is  a portrait  of  Vydunas. 

COLLECTOR  COINS 

Next  to  the  already  described  circulatory  coins  or 


notes  during  five  years  of  the  litas  existence  there  were 
issued  15  commemorative  coins  (called  collectors  coins) 
but  no  banknotes.  Many  of  them  were  produced  getting 
contrast  of  relief  by  a contrasting  shiny  surface  with  a 
matted  one.  Coins  were  created  by  artists  Petras  Garska, 
Leonas  Pivoriunas,  Giedrius  Paulauskas,  Petras  Mazuras, 
Vladas  Vildziunas,  Rimantas  Eidejus,  Algirdas  Bosas. 

The  birthday  of  the  first  commemorative  10  litq 
coin,  dedicated  to  the  60th  anniversary  of  S.  Darius  and 
S.  Girenas  trans- Atlantic  flight,  does  not  much  differ 
from  the  date  of  the  introduction  of  the  litas.  It  was 
issued  on  July  16,  1993. 

Other  coins  also  of  the  10  litq  nominal  value 
were  issued:  on  the  occasion  of  the  visit  of  Pope  John 
Paul  n to  Lithuania.  The  World  Lithuanian  Song  Festival 
of  1994  was  memorialized  in  another  10  litq 
commemorative  coin.  During  1995  appeared  three 
collector  coins:  10  litq  on  the  occasion  of  the  World 
Lithuanian  Sports  Games;  50  litq  to  commemorate  five 
years  of  the  restoration  of  Lithuania’s  independence;  50 
litq  for  the  100th  birthday  of  M.  K.  Ciurlionis.  In  1996 
there  appeared  a 50  litq  coin  to  remember  the  January 
13th  battle  for  the  liberation  of  Lithuania;  a 50  litq  coin 
to  memorialize  the  26th  Olympic  Games  in  Atlanta,  and 
two  coins  from  the  series  of  Lithuanias  rulers:  50  litq  for 
King  Mindaugas,  and  50  litij  for  Grand  Duke  Gediminas 
(it  is  intended  to  continue  this  series.). 

In  1997  was  commemorated  75  years  of  the  litas 
and  the  Bank  of  Lithuania,  This  anniversary  was 
memorialized  through  a coin  of  1 litas  made  of  two 
different  sorts  of  metal:  copper-nickel  alloy,  and  gold  of 
fineness  of  .999.  This  is  the  only  gold  coin  including 
even  the  pre-war  period.  Also  in  1997  were  struck  two 
other  coins:  A 50  litq  to  commemorate  450  years  of  the 
first  book  in  Lithuania,  and  a 50  litq  to  remember  600 
years  since  the  settlement  of  the  Karaites  and  Tatars  in 
Lithuania.’  The  last  commemorative  coin  was  issued  this 
year,  it  is  a 50  litq  to  remember  A.  Mickevicius  200th 
birthday.  A few  words  are  necessary  about  a coin  which 
was  struck,  but  because  of  certain  problems  was  not 
issued.  That  is  the  1994  coin  for  the  Lillihammer 
Olympic  Games. 

All  conunemorative  10  litu  coins  were  made  from  a 
copper-nickel  alloy,  the  50  liti|  from  silver  (fineness  .925).  The 
highest  mintage  (40,000)  had  the  coin  of  the  World  Lithuanian 
Song  Festival.  The  lowest,  the  golden  coin,  1,500  pieces.  The 
mintage  of  the  other  coins  varies  between  4,0(X)  and  10,000  units. 

Today  we  hear  more  discussions  about  the  future  of  the 
litas.  Whatever  will  be,  on  the  occasions  of  this  anniversary  our 
wish  is  that  we  would  enter  Europe  in  pos.session  ot  a stable  and 
trustworthy  currency. 


COMMEMORATIVE  50  LITIJ 
BEGINS  21st  CENTURY 

The  Bank  of  Lithuania  issued  a .925  silver  proof 
commemorative  coin  on  February  1,  2000.  It  was  issued  to 
commemorate  the  350th  anniversary  of  the  publication  of 
the  book  “The  Great  Art  of  Artillery”  by  Kazimieras 
Semenavicius.  As  with  other  Lithuanian  commemorative 
coins  of  this  denomination,  it  is  38.61  mm.  in  diameter, 
and  weighs  28.28  grams. 

The  obverse  features  the  inscription  “LIETUVA” 
in  bent  form.  A shield  in  the  center  carries  the  Vytis 
emblem  and  the  fortification  motif  from  the  illustration  in 
the  book.  Outside  the  lower  left  corner  are  the  initials 
“CH.”  At  the  bottom  is  the  denomination,  “50  LITIJ.” 
Outside  the  lower  right  corner  is  the  mintmark  of  the 
Lithuanian  Mint. 


On  the  reverse  is  shown  the  motif  of  the  rocket 
artillery.  The  inscriptions  read,  “KAZIMIERAS 
SEMENAVICIUS,  DIDYSIS  ARTILERIJOS  MENAS 
(Kazimieras  Semenavicius,  The  Great  Art  of  Artillery),” 
“350,  2000.” 

It  was  in  1650  that  “The  Great  Art  of  Artillery,”  a 
work  by  a Vilnius  University  graduate  Kazimieras 
Semenavicius,  was  first  published.  It  presented  for  the  first 
time,  the  idea  of  multi-stage  rockets  and  rocket  artillery. 
The  original  work,  amply  illustrated  was  originally  written 
in  Latin  and  published  in  Amsterdam.  Samenavicius  was  a 
native  of  the  Raseiniai  district  of  Lithuania,  and  was  born 
around  1600. 

The  edge  of  the  coin  in  inscribed  “ARS  MAGNA 
ARTILLERIAI  * MDCL.”  The  coin  was  designed  by 
sculptor  Gediminas  Karalius,  and  minted  at  the  Mint  of 
Lithuania. 


LITHUANIA  ENDS  CENTURY 
WITH  NEW  GOLD  COIN  ’ 

The  Bank  of  Lithuania  issued  a .999  proof 
gold  10  lity  commemorative  coin  on  December  21, 
1999.  This  is  the  last  Lithuanian  coin  issued  in  the 
20th  century.  This  was  issued  as  Lithuanias 
participation  in  the  “Smallest  Gold  Coins  in  the 
World”  international  program. 

The  coin  weighs  1.244  grams  (1/25  oz.  of 
gold)  and  is  13.93  mm.  in  diameter  with  a reeded 
edge.  The  coins  were  minted  at  the  mint  in  Lithuania, 
with  a 1999  mintage  of  4,000  pieces.  The  coins  were 
designed  by  Giedrius  Paulauskis. 

The  obverse  features  the  Vytis  coat-of-arms 
of  the  Republic  of  Lithuania.  The  inscriptions  read, 
“LIETUVA,  10  Lrry  1999.” 

The  reverse  features  a medieval  coin  striker 
with  mallet,  surrounded  by  the  Renaissance-style 
Latin  legend,  “AVREVS  NVMMVS  LITVANIAE 
(Gold  Coin  of  Lithuania).  At  the  bottom  is  the 
tradmark  of  the  Mint  of  Lithuania. 

The  coins  were  issued  at  U.S.  $25  each,  and 
distributed  by  the  German  Mint  (MDM 
Munzhandelsgesellschaft  MBH  Deutsche  Munz)  in 
Braunschweig,  Germany. 


FOR  SALE  AD 

1999  gold  10  Iiti|  “smallest  gold  coin  in 
the  world.”  We  purchased  an  extra  one  and  have 
decided  to  sell  it.  $100.  (+$5  p & h)  Ralzekas 
Museum  of  Lithuanian  Culture,  6500  S.  Pulaski 
Road,  Chicago,  IL  60629.  (773)  582-6500. 


■ WANT  ADS 

WANIHD;  I'he  following  Lithuanian 
bunLnotes:  P-5  1922  1 litas  (temporary);  1922 
■>rrmanent”  series:  P-14  2 litu;  P-15  5 Litai  type  I; 
P-16  5 Litai  type  11.  P-17  type  111;  P-10  10  litu;  P-19 
50  litu;  P-20  100  P-28  1938  10  litu.  Sarunas 

Mingela,  46707  Stratford  Ct.,  Northville,  MI 
48167-1721.  (313)  845-2241  days;  (248)  348-8123 
evenings,  smingela@ford.com. 

FOR  SALE:  1991  Lithuanian  25  talonas  note 
SPECIMEN  in  UNC  (PAVYZDYS).  $25.00.  1991 
original  mint  (coin)  set  in  holder  $25.  Tony 
Tumonis,  4160  W.  Melinda  Lane,  Tucson,  AZ 
85742. 

FOR  SALE:  Blue  custom  Capital  Plastic  coin 
holders  for  Lithuanian  1925,  1936,  1938  coin  set  (for 
14  coins).  $35. 

1998  5 Litai  UNICEF  childrens  coin.  Scarce! 

$75. 

1998  Vilnius  Capital  of  Lithuania  10  litu 

$25.00. 

1999  Kaunas  10  litu  commemorative.  $25.00. 
Balzekas  Museum  of  Lithuanian  Culture, 

6500  S.  Pulaski  Road,  Chicago,  IL  60629. 

THE  KNIGHT.  Volume  22  No.  4.  Issue  #120.  The 
official  publication  of  the  Lithuanian  Numismatic  Association. 
A1  Radiius,  Baltimore,  MD,  DIRECTOR.  Frank  Passic, 
Albion,  Michigan,  EDITOR. 

Subscription/membership  to  Volume  22:  A donation 
of  $15  or  more  (5  issues).  Write:  LNA,  P.O.  Box  22696, 
Baltimore,  MD  21203. 

EDITOR’S  ADDRESS:  Frank  Passic,  900  S.  Eaton 
St.,  Albion,  MI  49224.  E-Mail:  Albionfp(S)hotmail.com 

FOR  BACK  ISSUES:  Sarunas  Mingela,  46707 
Stratford  Ct.,  Northville,  MI  48167.  The  LNA  is  a member 
C- 17903  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association. 


EXHIBITION  OF  COIN  "EX  ElBRIS” 
CARDS  IN  VILNIUS 

Below  are  just  some  of  the  numerous  numismatic 
library  “ex  Libris”  cards  exhibited  recently  by  the  Bank  of 
Lithuania.  There  even  was  one  of  this  editor  that  someone 
made  (which  I never  saw  before)  in  1991. 


FOR  SALE 

Book,  “Coins  of  Lithuania  1386-1707”  by  LNA  members 
Ivanauskas  & Douchis.  Hard  cover,  English  text.  $49.75  ppd. 

Coins:  An  ORIGINAL  Bank  of  Lithuania  wrapped  roll  of  50 
1925  1 centas  coins  in  choice  UNC!  $750.00 

Silver  Kapa  bars,  guaranteed  genuine.  $2,000  each,  2 
available,  one  cleaned,  one  original. 

Gold  1997  1 litas.  Mintage  only  1,500.  $400  or  so  depending 
on  availability.  Get  on  waiting  list.  No  obligation. 

Robert  J.  Douchis,  P.O.  Box  612,  Columbia,  MD  21045. 
E-Mail:  robtd@erols.com 


